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CHAPTER11

Deevanammawaspoor,
livedin asmallhousewith

herson,andhadnostatus

insociety.

NzashLumeya(DemocraticRepublicofCongo)and
P.MennaJoel(India)

TheConfessionof Faithaffirmsthecommitmentofourglobalfam-

ilytoeverydaywitnessingofGod'slove.AstheConfessionstates:
"ConfidentinthishopethechurchengagesinmissionuntiltheLord
returns:'TheAnabaptistsinthe16thcentury'werethemostmis-

sionaryoftheReformation.Fromitsbeginningsin1860,theMen-
noniteBrethrenChurchhashadastrongemphasisonoutreach,

alreadytotheneighboringRussiansandsoon(1890)bysendinga
missionarycouple,AbrahamandMariaFriesen,togooverlandto
IndiatoworkintheNalgondafield.

Two STORIES

FromIndia:J.H.Pankratz,amissionary,wenttoaremoteIndian

villagetopreachthegospel.Afterhearingthismessage,thewidow
DeevanammaacceptedJesusChristasherLord.Shewaspoor,
livedinasmallhousewithherson,andhadnostatusinsociety.In

subsequentvisits,theevangelistnoticedtheplightofthisboywho
couldnotgotoschool;hesawafutureintheboyandtookhimtoa
missionschool.Later,thisyoungman,Joshua,becameapastor.

Inhisvisittomanyvillages,PastorJoshuasawnumerousboysand
girlsworkingforrichlandholdersbutdeprivedofbasiceducation.
Thisyoungpastor,havingexperiencedasimilarchildhoodbutnow
educatedandtransformedbythegospel,hadhopeforthesekids.

Withthepromise"thetruthwill makeyoufree"(John8:32)inmind,
thepastortooktheseboysandgirlstoaChristianhostelwhere
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Aftertheirstudieswere

overtheirliveswere

changedspirituallYt
socially,andeconomically.

Thepradiceofcompassion

andtheproclamationof
Christacrosstheworld

derivesfromtheirreadingof
theOldandNew

Testaments.

114

theymightbeeducatedandhearthegospel.Thepastorfaced
muchopposition,threatenings,andaccusationsofchildtrafficfrom

thechildren'sformeremployersandevenfromthechildren'sown
families.Somecursedthispastor,wishinghimdeath.Butthepastor

retainedhopeandwaszealoustoparticipateinthemissionofthe
churchtoupliftthepoor.

OvertheyearstheseyoungwomenandmenacceptedChristastheir
LordandSaviorandfoundrealfreedom.Aftertheirstudieswere

overtheirliveswerechangedspiritually,socially,andeconomically.

Somebecamenurses,teachers,pastors,orenteredotherprofes-
sions.ShantammabecameaMennoniteBrethrenschoolteacher

andladyevangelistinthevillagesofManchala,Khanapurand
AgapallyoftheHughestownfield.P.SimonandB.Johnbecame
pastors;nowtheirsonsP.DayanandamandB.Josephhavealso
becomepastors,servingtheLord.

Fromthe DemocraticRepublicof Congo(D.R.C.).The1990s

wereyearsoftestingforthe DemocraticRepublicofCongoandits
growingMennoniteBrethrenChurch.TheCongolesesocio-political
andspirituallandscapehadchangedgreatly.Politically,thirty-two
yearsofdictatorshiphadended.In1997thenameofthecountry
waschangedfromZairetotheDemocraticRepublicofCongo.A

yearlateraninvasionbyforeignmilitarydestroyedthenational
economy.Thusthetimeswereuncertain.TheMennoniteBrethren
werechallengedto rethinktheirmissionaryidentity.Thesenseof
Christianmissionwasrenewed.Anewly-realizedtheologyofmis-
sionmobilizedthechurchtouseitsspiritualandhumanresourcesto

spreadthegoodnewsofJesusChristathomeandalsoabroad.

TheMennoniteBrethrencreatedaschoolofmission,anational

missionoffice,andasendingmissionagency.Theirmissionariesare
nowservinginsevencountriesinAfrica,Europe,andNorthAmerica.
Theirministryisholistic-both spiritualandsocial.IntheDRC
andinSouthAfricatheirassignmentistoplantchurches,whereas

inQuebecandtheUSA,theyareinvolvedinsocialandspiritual
ministries.InFrance,theyemphasizediscipleship.Thepracticeof
compassionandtheproclamationofChristacrosstheworldderives
from their reading of the Old and New Testaments.
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Therelationshipbetween
thecreationandtheCreator

needstostandstrongand
well.

Thesocia-culturalsituation

cannotbeignored

WHATDOESTHEBIBLESAY?

GodIsaMissionaryGod
Theideaofmission,reachingouttoothers,isnotahuman
invention.Godhimselfreachestopeoplefor thesakeoftheir
ownwelfare.God'smissionto theworldislikeadove:it hastwo

wings,spiritualandsocio-cultural.Thespiritualwingdealswith
theinnerlife,intimacybetweenGodandoursouls,interpersonal
bondsbetweenGodandhispeople.

Thesocio-culturalwingrelatestosocial,cultural,andenviron-
mentaltransformations.The'Biblealsoemphasizesthedevelop-

mentofthephysicalworld/milieu/life.Therelationshipbetween
thecreationandtheCreatorneedsto standstrongandwell. For

example,in thebeginningGodcommissionedAdamtoworkin
thegardenandtomaintainit (Gen.2:15)..

ButwhentherelationshipbetweenGod,Adam,andEvebroke
downanddeathaffectedthewholecreation,themissionarytask

ofGodmovedtoaspiritualplaneto seekfortheirrestoration.He

rescuedthembyinvitingthembackintocommunionwithhimself.
Theevilonewasdenouncedanddisobediencewasjudgedseverely

(Gen.3:1-24).TransformationandhopeinGodarecoretoGod'smis-

sion(Gen.3:15).Theprophetsexplainedthatmissionhadaspiritual
focus(Isa.1:18)andthatit includedattentiontothehomeless,the

hungry,andthosetreatedunjustly(Isa.58:6-7).Thesocio-cultural
situationcannotbeignored.God'smissionisonebutit embraces
twoactivities:spiritualrestorationandactivitiesonthesocio-cul-

turalplane.

Hearingthe MissionaryOvertonesin Israel'sStory
GodchoseAbrahamtobeablessingtoallpeople.InGod'scovenant

withAbrahammaybefoundtherootofthemissionarycallingto

God'speople(Gen.12:1-3;17:7-15).

StoriessuchasIsaac'sinteractionwithAbimelech,thePhilistine,

showhowineverydaylifeanindividualcanhaveapositiveimpact

throughhispeacefulbehaviorwithothers(Gen.26:12-33).A

servantgirlgavetestimonytoherGod,andbeforelongNaaman,
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Godis not a national god,

but one who callsout: "Turn

to me and besaved, all the

ends of the earth!"

OurLord,inkeepingwith

hismission,reachedout

toothers.Hiswasfirstand

foremostaspiritualmission.
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a Syrianmilitarygeneral,becameaGod-worshiper(2Kings5:1-14).

JonahisanexampleofGodreachingout to theAssyrians(Jonah1-4).

ProphetsportrayedYahwehascontrollingandgoverningall the

nations.Thewhole universebelongsto God,the MakerandProvider

(lsa.6:3b;13-23; 45:23-24; 66:19;Jer.1:5).It isGod'sintention

that his"waybe knownuponearth,[his] savingpoweramongall

nations"(Ps.67:2). Godisnotanationalgod,butonewhocallsout:
"Turntomeandbesaved,alltheendsoftheearth!"(Isa.45:22).

TheprophetsannouncedthecomingofYahweh,whowasanointed
tobuildthenewcommunityofpeace(Isa.9:6-7;11:1-9;35:1-10;
42:1-6;61:1-4).Jesuswasthefulfillmentofthatannouncement
(luke4:18-21).

HearingJesusandthe ApostlesonMission

IntheNewTestament,missionisbasedontheperson,life,work,
suffering,death,andresurrectionofJesusChrist.Hecameto

inauguratethekingdomofGodonearth.ThekingdomofGodis
deservingofcost(Matt.13:44-46).Itstartsintheheartandleadsto

thetransformingofbehaviors(Mark2:5).It requiresobedienceto
ChristasSaviorandlord.

Jesusacceptedtotalhumiliation.Onthecross,hetookuponhimself

oursins,sufferedanddefeatedSatanandallevilpowersand
authoritiesinordertogivenewlifeandhopetothosewhobelieve
inhim(Heb.2:14-16).Hisresurrectionfromdeathgiveshopeto the
nations(1Cor.15:20-24).ThelastAdam(Christ)sendshispeople
toproclaimthegoodnewswithwordsanddeeds,withpassionand
compassion,withpowerandhumility.

Ourlord,inkeepingwithhismission,reachedouttoothers(luke

4:18-21).Thegospelwascentral.Hiswasfirstandforemosta

spiritualmission:Hepreachedrepentanceandurgedhisaudiences
toenterthekingdomofGod(Mark1:15;John3:3-16).Hisoutreach

wasalsosocialinnature.Hehealedthesickandextendedhelpto
thepooranddisadvantaged(Mark1:40-44; 2:1-12).Hesenthis

disciplestodothesame:topreach(spiritualministry)andtoheal
(socialwork)(luke10:1-9).JesusChristsentthosewhobelievedto

makediscipleslocallyandglobally(Matt.18:18-20).
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Theearlyapostleswitnessedto Jesusevenwhenforbiddenbythe

authorities(Acts4:18-20).ThedeaconPhilipsharedaboutChristin

the cityofSarnaria (Acts8:5).Peterwent to the Romancenturion

in Caesarea(Acts10:1-48)wherehewas"preachingpeacebyJesus

Christ-He isLordof all" (Acts10:36).Histestimonyaboutgoingto

a non-Jew(evenwithin the samecity)openedtheJerusalemchurch

to missionaryactivity (Acts11:18).

Paul'sconversionexperienceincludeda callto missionaryactivity:

"Heisan instrumentwhom I havechosento bringmy namebefore

Gentilesandkingsandbeforethe peopleof Israel"(Acts9:15;see

26:16-18).Whenon hismissionaryjourneystheJewsfailedto

respond,hecitedIsaiah42:6;49:6andannounced,"Wearenow

turning to the Gentiles"(Acts13:46).

Tobea followeroflesus

goeshandinhandwith

givingoneselfawayfor the

salvationofourneighbors

inAfrica,Asia,theAmericas,

Europe,Australia,andNew
Zealand.

TheBookofActs describesthemissionaryexpansiontoplacesas
distantfromJerusalemasRome.Tellingthew9rldaboutGod'slove

andlettingit transformourmilieuthroughourpersonalandfamily
storycharacterizesGod~people.TobeafollowerofJesusgoeshand
inhandwith givingoneselfawayforthesalvationofourneighbors
inAfrica,Asia,theAmericas,Europe,Australia,andNewZealand-
everywhere.Becausewe,theMennoniteBrethrenglobalfamily,
confessthatJesusChristiscomingbacksoon,weprofessthisspoken

wordofcareandhopetoourglobalvillage.

LIVINGWITH THE BELIEF

1.MissionMotivation. InMennoniteBrethrenhistory,obedi-
encetoChrist'sfarewellwordshasbeenaprimarymotivationfor
mission(Matt.28:18-20).Christ'spatternofministryasrecorded
inLuke4:18-19wasthemodelwhichN.N.Hiebert(ca1900),the

firstAmericanMennoniteBrethrenmissionaryto India,citedas
hismotivation.InNorthAmericaina1975convention,thetheme

ofpreachingthegospelofthekingdom(Matt24:14)stirredthe

delegates.AftertheLausanneConference(1974)thetheologyofthe
kingdomofGodwassomethingofadrivingforce.Afrequentmis-
siontextwasActs1:8.TheSpiritofChrist,it wasunderstood,comes
toenergize,encourage,andenablethepeopleofGodastheyshare

thegoodnewswiththeirneighborsatthemarketplace,public
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Moreandmore,in aglobal

socie~wheretoleranceand
respectof differencesare

major vafues;voicesare

claimingthateachreligion

issufficientin its own way
and that thereisnoneed

for a conversionexperience
to Christ.
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arena,andprivateplacessothatmenandwomencanbesaved.
Morerecently,theurgencyofmissionaryactivityhasbeenunder-
stoodasarisingoutoftheverynatureofGod,whoisamissionary
God.ChristiansderivetheirmotivationformissionfromtheOldand
NewTestaments.TobecomeafollowerofJesusChristisachoice,

butoncewebelongto hisfamilyeverydaywitnessingforChristis
ourwayoflife.

2.ChristianMissionandotherReligions.Someconsiderthat

bringingthegospeltopeoplesoftheworldisanaffronttopeople

whoalreadyhaveareligion.InChristianmissionhistorytherehave
beenthosewhoclaimedthattherewas"good"incertainreligions,
butthatthemessageofChristwasstillnecessaryforthesepersons
tobesaved.Moreandmore,inaglobalsocietywheretoleranceand

respectofdifferencesaremajorvalues,voicesareclaimingthateach

religionissufficientin itsownwayandthatthereisnoneedfor
aconversionexperiencetoChrist.Thediscussionhasbeenframed
aroundtwokeywords."Exclusivism"meansthatonlythrough
ChristandinhearingaboutChristissalvationpossible(Acts4:12).
"Inclusivism:'asusedbysome,meansthattherecouldbeinstances
wheredevoutseekersinotherreligionsaresavedwithouthearing
aboutChrist.Anevenbroadermeaningof"inclusivism"isthat

sinceredevoteesofanyreligionareacceptablebeforeGod.Inthis
debate,MennoniteBrethren,whileacknowledgingthatGodisnot
limitedinhismethods,havehistoricallysidedwiththe"exclusivists:'

3.TheMeaningof Mission.Theterm"mission"hasawiderange
ofuses.Tobemissionary,asin"missionaryconferences:'usedto
meanforthechurchtobeinvolvedinoverseasevangelism.Another

interpretationof"mission"waswholisticmission,whichreferredto
theneedforrepentance(spiritual)butalsothehelpgivento the

poor."Mission"meant"evangelism"and"service"asincorporatedin
thename"MennoniteBrethrenMissionandServiceInternational:'

Awitnesstopeaceisalsokey(Acts10:36).Atitscore"mission"is
sentness.

Therecentuseoftheword"missional"means,inshort,thatthelocal

churchseesitselfas"sent"intothe(immediate)communitybybe-

ingengagedinthelifeofthecommunity.Thismaymeantutoring
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adultsinliteracy,assistingsinglemothersinapartmentblockswith
carrepairs,and/orsupportingcertaincandidatesforlocalgovern-
ment.Thisunderstandingofmissiondoesnotexclude"sending"

missionariesto placeselsewhere.
Isyoursa "mission-minded"church?Explainandillustrate

youranswer.

Acarefulreadingof the

Scripturesin acontext

ofhardshipencouraged
someMennoniteBrethren

intellectualleaderstoserve

theLord in thepublicarena

ofprovincialandnational

government.

4. MissionandInjustice.BecauseofthesufferingoftheServant,
severalMennoniteBrethrenlocalchurchesinCongoaccepted

imitatingChristastheirmodel(lsa.42:1-6;49:1-7;50:4-9;52:13-
53:12).Thetheologypreachedinthepulpitmotivatedlistenersto
takerisksindailylife.Inthepresenceoforganizedsocio-economical
nationalinjusticesathome,propheticvoicesspokeup.Tangible
socialactionsweretaken.Teamswereformedtocollectlooted

goodsandgivethembacktodifferentownersthatlosttheirbusi-
nessesin1991and1993.Thedegradationofthenationalsystemof

educationhadleftmanyclassroomswithout-benches;somepupils
satonfloorsunderaroofwhichleakedduringarain.Acorporate
Mennoniteeffortwasmadeagainstthiswasteofmindandencour-

agedlocalchurchesto participateinprayerforreconstructionand
foratriangularcollaborationbetweenparents,church,andteachers
inordertohelppupilsgainknowledgeinahealthyenvironment.

ApublichealthcarecampaignledbyMennoniteBrethreninBand-

unduprovincereachedouttothecapitalcityandsouthKivuthrough
theNationalMennoniteBrethrenMedicalDepartmentactivities.
PoorurbanandruralneighborhoodsinKinshasa-Kitambo,
Kanzombi,andKiri-receivedmedicalassistanceinthenameofour
LordJesusChrist.MissionallocalchurchessuchasKitamboreleased
theirhealth-relatedmemberstoofferfreemedicalconsultationto

needypeople.Compassionwaspracticedtowardsbothrefugeesand
localpopulation.Dispensarybillsofsomepatientswerepaidbysocial
churchfundsinthenameofJesusChrist.

Financialandfoodcooperativeswereinitiatedinordertogivehope
to localpeople.Thoseinneedhadaccesstofinancialandnutritional
help.Acarefulreadingofthescripturesinacontextofhardship

encouragedsomeMennoniteBrethrenintellectualleaderstoserve
theLord inthepublicarenaofprovincialandnationalgovernment.
Howwouldthesekindsofministriestranslateinyoursituation?
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THINKINGIT OVER

1.WhatisGod'smissionintheOldandNewTestaments?

I 2. Isthe missionmandategivenbyGodrelevantto us?Why?

3. Whoarethemissionariestoday,andwhereistheirmissionfield
located?

4. Howisyourchurch,orhow isyourfamily,or how areyouperson-

ally,involvedin God'smission?

5. Howmighttheemphasison"mission"beimprovedinyour
church?

6. IstheICOMBConfessionofFaithsufficientlyclearon"mission"?

FORFURTHERSTUDY

WalterC.Kaiser,Jr. Missionin theOldTestament:Israelasa Light

to theNations.GrandRapids,MI:Baker,2000.101pp. Reviewsthe

pertinenttexts in Genesis,Isaiah,ete.
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